Richland County
Board of Health Meeting

Richland County PH Conference Room
Health Department May 27, 2025, 2:30 p.m.

Prevent. Promote. Protect.

Richland County Board of Health met on May 27, 2025, at the Richland County Law
Enforcement Center with Board Members Laurie Straus, Patty Lies, Timothy Nyarandi, Terry
Goerger, and Lance Ehrlin present. Kayla Carlson and Kenzy Kaehler were also present. Laurie
Straus called the meeting to order at 2:32 p.m.

Review/Approval of Minutes & Agenda
A motion was made by Goerger and seconded by Lies to approve the agenda. The vote was
unanimous.

A motion was made by Lies and seconded by Ehrlin to approve the minutes. The vote was
unanimous.

Health Department Overview

e Budget

o Carlson stated that public health cost the county less than $75,000 in 2024 and
that county funds make up only 4% of the total budget. Home Health cost the
county $226,000 in 2024 and county funds make up 12% of the total budget.
Combined in 2024 county dollars only supported 16% of the Health Departments
budget. The remainder of the budget was supported through grants, third party
reimbursements, and client fees. The Health Department has done some
restructuring in the department which should improve the budget going forward.
The Health Department has lost or had a reduction in grant funding with
concerns of additional grant funding being cut. Carlson stated the Health
Department has created efficiencies to the best of their ability, and they are
requesting less funding than what was requested last year. Carlson also shared
the Health Department is requesting one vehicle be replaced in 2026 and one
vehicle in 2027. A motion was made by Goerger and seconded by Lies to
approve the budget. The vote was unanimous.

e Program Reports

o Carlson shared the Home Health Quarter 1 Report

o The Health Department was awarded a $5,000 BCBS Foundation Grant for
maternal health.

o Applications are being reviewed for the front desk/billing specialist position.

o The Health Department will be participating in a Ukrainian outreach event at the
zoo on Sunday this weekend and will be hosting a booth at Blue Goose Days.

o There will be a car seat check event next Tuesday at Bethel Church. This event
is open to the public.



o The NDSCS testing event was hosted again this year for HIV, Hep C, chlamydia
and gonorrhea. Over 100 students were tested. Several positive students were
treated following the event.

o Carlson reviewed data and shared that the health department is looking into
starting an SSP. Carlson shared SSPs protect the public and first responders.
Nearly thirty years of research shows that comprehensive SSPs are safe and
effective, show a cost-savings, do not increase illegal drug use or crime, and
reduce the spread of viral hepatitis, HIV, and other infections. SSPs are
associated with an estimated 50% reduction in HIV and HCV infections.

o Measles Cases have been increasing in the state. As of midnight, North Dakota
had 23 cases. All cases are unvaccinated: 3 cases in individuals less than 5
years, 16 cases in individuals 5-19 years, 4 cases in individuals 20+ years, 13
cases in individuals in Williams County, 7 cases in individuals in Cass County, 3
cases in individuals in Grand Forks County.

o The Health Department will be offering vaccination clinics in Colfax, Lidgerwood,
and at St. Johns. Carlson shared Kaci, the immunization coordinator, has been
busy with immunizations out in the community and is doing a fantastic job.

e District
o Carlson shared the Health Department would like to move forward with moving

from a health department to a health district. Carlson stated this would essentially
set the health department up similar to the Waterboard. The Health Department
would operate under the board of health with mills that are approved by the
Richland County Board of Commissioners. A motion was made by Lies and
seconded by Ehrlin to move forward with the process for moving to a district. The
vote was unanimous.

Election

¢ A motion was made by Goerger and seconded by Ehrlin to continue with Straus
serving as chair and Lies serving as vice chair. The vote was unanimous.

Ehrlin motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 pm.



