
RICHLAND COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS     
JULY 21, 2026 
The Richland County Board of Commissioners met at 8:00 A.M. On July 21, 2026 at the 
Richland County Courthouse with Commissioners Terry Goerger, Nathan Berseth, Rollie 
Ehlert, Tim Campbell, and Perry Miller. Others included Administration Personnel Fossum 
and South, State’s Attorney Kummer, Jesse Sedler, Donnie Witt, Melissa Brown, John 
Manstrom, Chris Hills, Korey Skovholt, Patty Lies, Jay Townsend, and Daily News Reporter 
Manisha Reddy.  
 
Commissioner Goerger called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M.  
 
A motion was made by Ehlert and seconded by Miller to approve the agenda. Vote was 
unanimous (5-0).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no requests submitted for public comment. 
 
CHRIS HILLS BUSINESS EXEMPTION – 11 SEED & SOIL, LLC 
Business owner Chris Hills addressed the Commission regarding a property tax exemption 
application he submitted to the county for a new build he is planning for his company 11 
Seed & Soil, LLC. A copy of the application was distributed to Commissioners prior to the 
meeting. Tax Director Melissa Brown had no concerns regarding the business exemption 
and said she reached out to Waldo Township and they didn’t either. A motion was made by 
Campbell and seconded by Miller to approve a five-year business exemption for 11 Seed & 
Soil, LLC. Vote was unanimous (5-0).  
 
MISC/CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence from Red River Communications regarding their 75th anniversary party at 
Chahinkapa Zoo.  
 
Correspondence from FEMA regarding floodplain ordinance extension, Lambrecht received 
the same letter, and the county has already updated.  
 
Fossum informed the Commission that there is a 5-County meeting planned for August 20th 
or August 27th in Milnor.  
 
State Radio was briefly discussed. Fossum informed the Commission that Tracy Hanson 
has accepted the position as 911 Coordinator.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING – SECTION LINE CLOSURE 
Korey Skovolt, an adjoining landowner was present. Skovholt petitioned at the July 7, 2026 
Commission Meeting for a section line closure on the SE corner of section line 34 bordering 
Ibsen and Mooreton Townships. This portion of the section line has not been publicly used 
for ten years and there are readily accessible alternative routes of travel. Public notice was 



given regarding the petition and today’s public hearing; there were no other people in 
attendance regarding the closure and no objections. A motion was made by Berseth and 
seconded by Campbell to close the SE corner of section line 34 bordering Ibsen and 
Mooreton Townships. Vote was unanimous (5-0).  
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
Highway personnel in attendance were Jesse Sedler and Donnie Witt. Sedler gave the 
following updates regarding highway activity: 
 
-CR 1 tiling complete, except the portion into Mooreton, hope to be done there by the end  
 of this week.  
-Paving is on schedule, rural should be complete first or second week of August, Mooreton     
 expected to be complete August 20th.  
-Gravel - 60,000 tons to move 
-Box culvert south of Hwy 13 still needs to be installed 
-haven’t heard back regarding cores for reclamation on CR 2 & CR 10 
-the landowners Sedler reached out to regarding ethanol plant expansion don’t want to  
 sell, he is exploring other options.  
 
Documents for Flex Funding bridge removals were briefly discussed.  
 
Commissioner Goerger informed Sedler that he received a complaint regarding the west 
side of CR 19, due to trees in the ditch. He took photos and will share them with Sedler 
after the meeting.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Patty Lies and Jay Townsend, members of the Richland County Board of Health, were 
present. The Commissioners asked if either of them had any questions for the board. A 
discussion ensued regarding the Health Departments desire to transition to a Health 
District and the diƯerent options they have.   
 
MISC/CORRESPONDENCE continued 
South gave a brief update regarding the NDPIO Annual Conference and ADA digital 
accessibility compliance.  
 
State’s Attorney Kummer presented a Distribution Agreement sent to her from Smith & 
Strege for a grant that the Richland Wilkin JPA approved for the Wyndmere Senior Citizen 
Club. The JPA is asking the county to act as a passthrough for the grant as funds must come 
through a government entity. A motion was made by Berseth and seconded by Campbell to 
approve Richland County acting as a pass-through entity for the Richland Wilkin JPA 
matching grant. Vote was unanimous (5-0). Copy attached. 



The Commission discussed having only one meeting in November as the first Tuesday of 
the month is the General Election and there will be election duties to address after. The 
board will meet once, on Tuesday, November 17, 2026.  

Lidgerwood Housing Authority was briefly discussed.  
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
July 
22 Employee Picnic 

August 
4 Commission Meeting 
17 Election Training Grand Forks 
18 Commission Meeting 
20  5-County Meeting in Milnor (could be the 27th instead, still tentative) 
 
Reports filed: SheriƯ’s Department – Revenue & Expenses for June 2026 and Tax & Property 
Department – Revenue Voucher for June 2026. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:11 A.M.  

 
 
ATTEST: ________________________               _________________________CHAIRPERSON 
   Sandy Fossum   Terry Goerger 
   Auditor/Administrator  Board of Richland County Commissioners 
  




















