
RICHLAND COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

May 5, 2026 

Meeting Minutes 

ATTENDANCE 

The Richland County Board of Commissioners met at 8:00 A.M. May 5, 2026 at the 
Richland County Courthouse with Commissioners Terry Goerger, Nathan Berseth (via 
phone), Rollie Ehlert, Perry Miller, and Tim Campbell. Others included Administrative 
Personnel Fossum and South, State’s Attorney Kummer, Jesse Sedler, Jill Breuer, John 
Anderson, Tracy Hansen, Sarah Erickson, Brett Lambrecht, Aidan McCarty, John Manstrom, 
and Cindy Zick.  

CALL TO ORDER 

Commissioner Goerger called the meeting to order. A motion was made by Miller and 
seconded by Ehlert to approve the agenda. Vote was unanimous (5-0).  

A motion was made by Ehlert and seconded by Campbell to approve the minutes of 
meetings April 7 and April 21 and Special Session April 10. Vote was unanimous (5-0). 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no requests submitted for public comment. 

BRETT LAMBRECHT – BURN BAN CHANGE & UPDATE 

Emergency Manager Brett Lambrecht and Aidan McCarty of the U.S. Forest Service 
addressed the Commission regarding the current burn ban declaration in place for 
Richland County. Lambrecht said that he would like the word High removed from the 
declaration so that it does not prevent the U.S. Forest service from doing their prescribed 
burns this spring. McCarty and Lambrecht continue to work together, along with the 
Sargent  and Ransom County Emergency Managers and Dispatch to ensure that burn bans 
and controlled burns are communicated properly and there is help on standby should a 
burn get out of control.   

MEETING NOTE 

Commissioner Berseth left the meeting at 8:15 A.M. 

BRETT LAMBRECHT – BURN BAN CHANGE & UPDATE (CONTINUED) 

A motion was made by Ehlert and seconded by Miller to approve the updated burn ban 
presented by Lambrecht; removing the word high from the declaration. Vote was 
unanimous (4-0) (Attachment 1). 
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JILL BREUER – 911 STATS 

Breuer distributed first quarter Calls for Service/911 stats to the Board of Commissioners 
as well as an overtime report. Breuer reported that total calls for service are up slightly from 
this time last year while overtime hours are down. Breuer said that the department has one 
open position and one in training. Breuer gave a brief report to the Commission regarding 
her presentation at the 5-county meeting last week.  

MEETING NOTE 

Commissioner Campbell left the meeting at 8:25 A.M. 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

Sedler gave the following updates regarding Highway activities: 

• County Road 1 reconstruction is underway, starting to strip some of the ditches 
back 

• CR 1 from CR 16 to State Highway 13 is currently open to local traffic only 
• PSA for official closure, likely to go out Friday 
• Sedler anticipates the project to be complete sometime in August 
• 2021 semi-truck was purchased for the department 
• One more summer hire needed, all other positions have been filled 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

HSZ BOARD 

Fossum reported there were a few personnel updates at the last board meeting.  

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

Commissioner Miller reported the landscaping is complete, rock has been placed, plants 
will be added. He also reported that Anderson is getting estimates to have concrete placed 
on bottom 12 inches of the north side of the courthouse to protect the building. Anderson 
reported that he is going to pursuit a grant for one point of entry for the CH and LEC. 
Department Heads to attend next Commission meeting to discuss old U.S. Bank building 
and departmental needs.  

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Commissioner Ehlert reported that the ND Public Health Conference is this week in 
Bismarck, a few staff are attending. Angie continues to work with community on renter’s 
rebate program. Staff are supporting local proms and will finish vision and hearing 
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screenings at elementary schools next week. The department continues to apply and 
reapply for grant opportunities.  

JDA/JPA 

Nothing to report. 

WEED BOARD 

Commissioner Goerger reported that chemicals for the Landowner Assistance Program 
should be arriving this week with pick up scheduled May 13th from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Contractor will start spraying when the appropriate time comes, likely closer to June.  

SOILS COMMITTEE 

Nothing to report. 

PARK BOARD 

Commissioner Ehlert reported the next meeting is scheduled for July; he and Sedler will 
meet before to discuss gravel. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Fossum reported that she received a Notice of Application for  

Appropriation of Water from the ND Department of Water Resources regarding Sheyenne 
Golf Club LLC; the notice will also be published in Wahpeton Daily News. Fossum informed 
the Commission that Campaign Finance Disclosure forms are due May 8th. Fossum 
informed the Commission that a citizen reached out to request that Commission meetings 
be made available to the public; either by Teams or video recording. Changes to the 
preliminary budget process were discussed. Fossum asked for guidance from the Board of 
Commissioners for salary increases and communication with Department Heads regarding 
2027 budget preparation. Fossum to present the preliminary budget at July 21st Budget 
Meeting and schedule any Department Heads that the Board of Commissioners has 
questions for on the Commission agenda August 4th. Fossum reported that the Auditor’s 
Office has fulfilled 121 absentee ballot requests since ballots became available on April 
30th.   

MISC/CORRESPONDENCE 

Commissioner Ehlert asked to revisit the request to have commission meetings video 
recorded or available to the public via Teams. Ehlert thought this was a good idea and 
suggested that the commission meeting agendas be sent out with the option to join the 
meeting via Teams. Commissioner Miller and Commissioner Goerger agreed and asked 
Fossum to meet with IT to see if any additional equipment would be needed. 
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A motion was made by Ehlert and seconded by Miller to approve the payment of the bills. 
Vote was unanimous (3-0).  

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

MAY 

19 COMMISSION MEETING 

JUNE 

2 COMMISSION MEETING 
2 COUNTY EQUALIZATION 
17 COMMISSION MEETING 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn by Ehlert.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:21 A.M. 

CERTIFICATION 

ATTEST: 

________________________ _________________________CHAIRPERSON 

Sandy Fossum Terry Goerger 

Auditor/Administrator Board of Richland County Commissioners 
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Payroll Expenses Amount

General 332,341.23$                

County Highway   123,200.74$                

911 Communications 58,398.66$                  

County Agent 3,872.27$                    

Veterans Service 11,424.40$                  

Weed Officer 500.00$                       

Public Health Fund 71,601.72$                  

Income Maintenance 69,447.84$                  

Foster Care 21,239.95$                  

Child Protective Svc 32,996.82$                  

Parent Aid 4,878.60$                    

Family Soc Worker 5,493.41$                    

Social Services 21,719.52$                  

In-Home Care 23,397.39$                  

Admin Support 17,960.56$                  

CHINS 61,459.85$                  

Total 859,932.96$               

Other Expenses Amount

County General Accounts 552,996.55$                

County Highway 201,935.85$                

Bridge Replacement 28,892.63$                  

Road & Bridge Equipment Fund 37,500.00$                  

Prairie Dog Disbursments -$                              

15 Mill Road -$                              

Social Services Fund -$                              

Emergency Assistance Donation 21.37$                          

Emergency Fund -$                              

911 Communications 75,747.09$                  

NDRIN 581.85$                       

Capitol Improvement -$                              

Water Rescue -$                              

Special Response Team (18.21)$                        

Civil Asset Forfeiture Fund -$                              

K9 Dog Donations -$                              

County Agent         21,318.43$                  

Veterans Service 5,030.33$                    

Veteran Assistance Donation 39.00$                          

Weed Control Levy 387.54$                       

Public Health 35,624.52$                  

Haz Chem Fund 22.80$                          

Income Maintenance 23,144.19$                  

Foster Care 6,949.44$                    

Child Protective Svc 13,942.13$                  

Page 1 of 2



Parent Aid 1,310.39$                    

Family Soc Worker 2,498.56$                    

Social Services 6,801.42$                    

In-Home Care 13,986.33$                  

Admin Support 12,254.25$                  

HSZ Board 20,776.90$                  

Safety Permanency Fd -$                              

Unallow Fed Costs -$                              

General Assistance -$                              

Program Cost Revenue -$                              

State Medical Levy 3,212.49$                    

Three Rivers Crisis Center -$                              

FEMA Disaster Reimbursement -$                              

Garrison Div 3,213.11$                    

Domestic Violence 175.00$                       

Twsp Share Gas & Oil -$                              

TeleComm Tax Fund 185,292.44$                

State Aid Distribution 14,967.37$                  

Jail Concession -$                              

Sobreity Test Fund 6,560.00$                    

EWTF 8,347.89$                    

County General Accounts -$                              

Diversion Settlement 1,740,072.79$            

ND Income Tax W/H -$                              

Sr Citizen Fund 3,117.64$                    

Historical Society 777.23$                       

Co Agent Special -$                              

Soil Cons District 2,468.91$                    

Water Mngt Levy 11,912.90$                  

Joint Water Resource 4,525.86$                    

Estimated Real Estate Tax -$                              

Current Tax Holding Fund -$                              

Total 3,046,386.99$            

Grand Total - Payroll and Expenses 3,906,319.95$            
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